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Unit 2: Canada and the United States 

Introduction 

Canada and the United States make up the region that covers most of North America. This region is bounded by the 

Atlantic Ocean on the east and the Pacific Ocean on the west. The Arctic Ocean lies to the north of this region. The 

Gulf of Mexico lies to the south. North America is the third largest continent in the world. 

This large region contains two sub-regions. Canada and Alaska make up the northern part. The 48 continental 

United States make up the southern part. West of the Great Lakes, the two sub-regions are separated by the 49th 

parallel of latitude. East of the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence River separates the two sub-regions. 

▶Geoterms 

 

region: an area defined by one or more natural or cultural characteristics that set it apart from other areas 

 

Watch the video shown by your teacher. This video shows a physical feature of this region.  

What do you want to know about physical geography of Canada and the United States? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write some questions you have about physical geography in this region. As you read through the sections on the 

physical geography, come back here to add more questions. 
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Unit 2: Mapping Lab 

Physical Features 

If you look at a physical map of this region, you see mountains running along both sides, with a large, flat area in 

the center. This flat area runs from the Arctic Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico. It is made up of shield and plains.  

The term shield refers to the large core of very old rock that lies at the base of each continent. In North America, 

this rock core was exposed thousands of years ago. During the ice ages, glaciers scraped across the land, taking the 

soil with them. They left just a thin layer of soil in eastern and central Canada.  

Plains are flat or gently rolling areas of 

land. Much of the soil that glaciers scraped 

from the Canadian Shield ended up on the 

plains of Canada and the United States.  

 

Canada and Alaska 

The Canadian Shield covers almost half of 

Canada. The rest of this sub-region 

contains islands, lakes, plains, and 

mountains. 

The glaciers that scraped the shield also dug the huge holes that became the Great Lakes. These lakes lie between 

Canada and the United States. They are the world's largest group of freshwater lakes. The St. Lawrence River 

connects the Great Lakes to the ocean. 

To the far north are many smaller lakes and Hudson Bay. The region extends past the Arctic Circle and ends with a 

scattering of islands. The largest is named Baffin Island.  

In the Atlantic Ocean, off the southeast coast of Newfoundland, lie the Grand Banks. The ocean is very shallow 

here. 

Far to the west, in the Alaska Range, is the highest peak in 

North America. Mount McKinley rises 20,320 feet above 

sea level. 

Continental United States 

Two major mountain ranges run through the continental 

United States. In the east, the Appalachians are a gentle 

range of rounded peaks and deep valleys. In the west, the 

Rocky Mountains jut up into jagged, snowcapped peaks. 

The Rockies reach all the way from Alaska to New Mexico. 

Between these two ranges, wide plains stretch across the 

middle of the continent. This vast, mostly flat region 

extends about 2,500 miles north and south. From the 

Rockies, the dry and treeless Great Plains slope down to the central lowlands. 

https://www.globalchange.gov/explore/great-plains
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A large system of rivers drains most of the plains between the Rocky Mountains and the Appalachians. These rivers 

all flow into the muddy Mississippi River. The Mississippi empties into the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

▶Geoterms 

 

shield: the large core of very old rock that lies at the base of each continent 

 

glacier: a large mass of ice found near Earth’s poles (continental glacier) or in a high, cold mountain valley (alpine 

glacier) 

 

freshwater: made up of water that is fresh, not salty; also describes creatures that live in fresh water, such as 

freshwater fish 

 

 

After you read the section on physical geography. Get a Physical Features map from your teacher. Find two or 

more sentences in the reading with information represented in the map and write them below. Be prepared to 

share what you found with the class. 
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Climate 

Climate varies widely across this large region, which reaches from the chilly Arctic to the warm waters of the Gulf 

of Mexico. 

Mount Washington in New Hampshire has been 

called “Home of the World’s Worst Weather.” 

The fastest recorded wind speed ever, 231 mph, 

was recorded there in 1934. 

The northern parts of this landmass fall in 

tundra and subarctic climate zones. In 

subarctic climates, winters are very long, cold, 

and snowy. Summers are very short. They may 

be cool and rainy. 

The tundra climate zone is even more severe. 

Here, it is cold all year, even in summer. Winter 

temperatures are usually well below 0°F. In 

summer, the high temperatures may not be far 

above freezing (32°F). Areas with tundra 

climate get very little rain or snow. Beneath the 

surface, the ground is always frozen. 

These colder climates occur in places that don't 

get a lot of direct sunlight. The sun's rays are 

most direct at the equator. In general, the farther 

a region is from the equator, the colder the climate will be. Since the northern part of this region is very far from the 

equator, it is very cold. 

Canada and Alaska 

Most of Canada and Alaska have either a tundra or a subarctic climate. But the climate warms up as you move 

farther south. The area closest to the continental United States enjoys a mostly humid continental climate. Winters 

are still freezing cold, but summers can be hot and steamy. 

Nearly all of Canada and Alaska have heavy snows in the winter. But on the west coast of British Columbia, the 

marine west coast climate brings more rain than snow. There, and in the southern part of Canada, summers are 

warmer and drier. 

Continental United States 

No part of the continental United States has a tundra or subarctic climate. The climate here can vary greatly, 

depending on where you are. One state, California, has as many as five different climate zones. 

The southern part of the United States is generally warm year-round. The Southeast has a humid subtropical 

climate, influenced by the Gulf of Mexico. Hot, rainy summers follow mild winters that see some rain. The climate 

of Florida's southern tip is tropical wet and dry. There, it is hot all year, with both rainy and dry seasons. 

Arid and semiarid climates are common in the Southwest. This area is hot and dry in the summer and pleasant in 

the winter, with very little rain. Many older people from colder climates choose to retire in the Southwest. 
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The rest of the western United States has a variety of climates. The Sierra Nevada and Rocky mountains have a 

highlands climate. Along the northern Pacific Coast, a marine west coast climate brings mild winters and lots of 

rain. 

Most of the Midwest and Northeast have a humid continental climate. People here enjoy four distinct seasons. 

Summers are quite warm and winters are cold, often with snow and ice storms. 

▶Geoterms 

 

tundra: a climate zone with very cold winters, cold summers, and little rain or snow; a vast, treeless plain in the 

arctic regions between the ice cap and the tree line; also a vegetation zone that is a treeless plain with grasses, 

mosses, and scrubs adapted to a cold climate 

subarctic: climate or climate zone with cold, snowy winters and cool, rainy summers 

humid continental: a climate or climate zone with warm, rainy summers and cool, snowy winters 

marine west coast: a climate or climate zone with warm summers, cool winters, and rainfall all year 

humid subtropical: a climate or climate zone with hot, rainy summers and mild winters with some rain 

tropical wet and dry: a climate or climate zone that is hot all year with rainy and dry seasons 

Arid: dry or lacking rainfall; also a climate or climate zone that is hot and dry all year with very little rain 

semiarid: dry, with little rainfall; also a climate or climate zone with hot, dry summers and cool, dry winters 

highlands: a mountainous part of a country; a climate zone where temperature and precipitation vary with latitude 

and elevation; a vegetation zone where the mix of plants varies with latitude and elevation; also refers to the type of 

vegetation in this zone 

 

After you read the section on climate. Get a Climate Zones map from your teacher. Find two or more sentences 

in the reading with information represented in the map and write them below. Be prepared to share what you 

found with the class. 
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Vegetation 

Just as the climate varies across Canada and the United States, so does the vegetation. 

One widespread vegetation zone in this region is temperate grassland. Mainly short and tall grasses grow in 

temperate grasslands. Few trees grow in this zone because there is not enough rain. The Great Plains area of the 

United States and Canada is one of the world's largest temperate grasslands. This area combines a long growing 

season with fertile soil. As a result, the Great Plains provide very productive farmland. 

Another special vegetation zone in this region is tundra. This vegetation zone shares a name with the tundra climate 

zone, where it is cold year-round. The tundra vegetation zone is like a very cold desert. Few large plants can grow 

here. 

Like temperate grasslands, the tundra is treeless. Because the ground is frozen, trees cannot send their roots down 

into the soil. Only very low grasses, mosses, and scrub cover the ground during the short summer. They provide 

food for the grazing animals that live on the tundra. 

 Coniferous forests, like this one in Acadia National 

Park, can be found throughout Canada and the 

United States. 

Canada and Alaska 

The tundra spreads across the far northern islands 

and coasts of Canada. Much of Alaska's land is 

tundra as well. In the ice cap on Alaska's highest 

peaks and glaciers, no plant life grows at all. Most of 

Canada and the rest of Alaska are covered in 

coniferous forests, filled with trees such as cedar, 

fir, pine, and spruce. The needle-like leaves of these 

trees stay green all year. 

The warmer climate in southeastern Canada supports mixed forest. Here you find a mix of both coniferous and 

deciduous trees. Deciduous trees, such as oak, elm, and birch, have broad leaves that they shed each fall. The south-

central part of Canada is temperate grassland. 

Continental United States 

The vegetation of the continental United States ranges from tropical palms to desert sagebrush. There are thick pine 

forests in the West, grasses on the central plains, and forested swamps in the South. 

Spreading up and down the East Coast are forests of all types—

coniferous, deciduous, and mixed. The extreme Southeast—along the 

Gulf Coast and in Florida's Everglades—is home to tropical 

grasslands. The tough saw-grass and scattered trees in the Everglades 

are adapted to the tropical wet and dry climate. 

Across the central part of the United States is a wide band of 

temperate grassland. This area was once thick with prairie grasses. 

However, much of the land has been plowed for farming. It is now 

covered with fields of corn, wheat, and other crops. 

https://www.treehugger.com/culture/photographic-exhibition-aims-to-preserve-landscapes-and-restore-everglades.html
http://www.istockphoto.com/photos/black-and-white-view-a-forest-lake
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In the West, coniferous forests blanket the mountains. Desert scrub grows throughout the deserts and canyons of 

the Southwest and Great Basin. Along the California coast, chaparral dots the Coast Ranges. 

▶Geoterms 

 

vegetation zone: a large area of Earth with a certain mix of plants and trees that are adapted to similar conditions 

temperate grassland: vegetation or a vegetation zone of mainly grasses and scattered trees adapted to a tropical 

wet and dry climate 

desert: a geographic region with too little rainfall to support much plant life; also a vegetation zone 

ice cap: a climate or climate zone that is very cold all year with permanent ice and snow; also a permanent, dome-

shaped covering of ice over a large area; also a vegetation zone that is too cold to support plant life 

coniferous forests: a vegetation zone of mainly evergreen trees with needles and cones; also refers to the type of 

vegetation in this zone 

mixed forest: a type of vegetation or vegetation zone that includes both coniferous and deciduous trees 

tropical grasslands: vegetation or a vegetation zone of mainly grasses and scattered trees adapted to a tropical wet 

and dry climate 

Desert scrub: a vegetation zone of mainly small trees, bushes, and other plants adapted to a dry climate; also refers 

to the type of vegetation in this zone 

chaparral: a vegetation zone of mainly small trees and bushes adapted to a Mediterranean climate; also refers to 

the type of vegetation in this zone 

 

After you read the section on vegetation zones. Get a Vegetation Zones map from your teacher. Find two or more 

sentences in the reading with information represented in the map and write them below. Be prepared to share 

what you found with the class. 
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Human Geography 

All of the other regions of the world are made up of many 

countries. However, this region is made up of just two large 

countries: Canada and the United States. In land area, Canada 

is the second largest country in the world. Yet its population is 

quite small for its size. The United States is almost as large as 

Canada in land area. But the U.S. population is nine times the 

size of Canada's.  

The two countries share a common cultural background. Most 

of the people are English-speaking, although Canada officially 

uses French as well. Both countries have native populations. 

Both countries were colonized by settlers from Europe about 

500 years ago. In later years, immigration from all parts of the 

world has enriched the two countries with a wide variety of 

cultures. 

Watch the video shown by your teacher. This video shows an example of human activity in this region.  

What do you want to know about human geography of Canada and the United States? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write some questions you have about physical geography in this region. As you read through the sections on the 

physical geography, come back here to add more questions. 
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History 

The histories of Canada and the United States reveal why these countries are so similar. 

Early Times 

Scholars believe that North American history began when bands of hunters migrated to Alaska from Asia. This 

happened more than 10,000 years ago. Over time, these first bands settled throughout the region. As they adapted to 

their environment, each group developed its own culture. 

The Inuit, or Eskimo, people stayed in the far north. They hunted 

Arctic animals for food and clothing. Other groups settled along 

the west coast of the continent. Fish and trees were plentiful there 

and provided food, clothing, and shelter. Many groups settled in 

the central and eastern parts of the region. A group called the 

Anasazi built cliff  Anasazi houses in the southwestern United 

States. 

The Colonial Period 

Europeans began coming to North America in the 1500s. The French and British set up colonies along the eastern 

coast. The Spanish colonized Florida, Texas, and California. 

 The American colonies revolted against Britain in 1775, and a successful war 

for independence followed. In 1783, the United States became an independent 

country. 

Yet there was not freedom for everyone. Millions of slaves lived in the United 

States. The country split over the question of slavery, and it fought a civil war 

between 1861 and 1865. In 1865, slavery ended in the United States. 

Canada was first colonized by the French. After a war, France turned Canada 

over to Great Britain in 1763. French culture still remains strong in Canada. 

Many Canadians speak French as their first language. 

In 1867, Canadians won the right to govern themselves. Yet Canada still was 

part of the British Empire. 

The Modern Era 

In the twentieth century, Canada and the United States formed a strong bond. Canada gained its independence from 

Great Britain in 1931. People on both sides of the U.S.– Canadian border welcomed this event. 

In 1939, war broke out in Europe. War was also raging in Asia. This global conflict is known as World War II. The 

United States and Canada worked closely together to end this war. Since then, they have continued to work together 

for world peace. 

Today Canada and the United States are closely linked by trade. Canadians buy many products that are made or 

grown in the United States. Americans also buy many Canadian products. In 1994, the North American Free Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA) took effect. NAFTA made trade between the two countries easier. Though concerns have 

grown over the effects of NAFTA, Canada and the United States still plan to work closely together. 

 

The Declaration of Independence, 
which explained why the 13 
colonies wanted to be free of 
British rule and also detailed the 
importance of individual rights 
and freedoms, was adopted on 
July 4, 1776. 
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After you read the section on history. Find two or more sentences in the reading with information represented 

on the timeline and write them below. Be prepared to share what you found with the class.  
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Population 

More than 360 million people altogether live in Canada and the United States. This is about 5 percent of the world’s 

population. The population of this region is growing very slowly compared with other parts of the world. 

Some parts of this region are almost empty. The western deserts are too dry, and the far north is too cold for 

settlement. Very few people live in these places. Northern Canada is thinly settled, with a population density as low 

as one person per 25 square miles. 

 

Most Canadians live close to the U.S. border. Toronto is the 

largest urban area in Canada. Throughout the region, people 

tend to cluster in or near cities, where more jobs can be 

found. 

Most people in Canada and the United States are Christian. 

Almost one fourth of these are Roman Catholics. Islam is the 

fastest growing religion here. Other faiths include Judaism, 

Buddhism, and Hinduism. About 1 out of 5 people have no 

religion. 

 
What kinds of jobs do you think people in urban areas might have in the United States? 

 
 

 

 

 

What kinds of jobs do you think people in rural areas might have in the United States? 
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How do you think population growth will change your neighborhood by 2050? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

After you read the section on population. Find two or more sentences in the reading with information 

represented on the Population Density map and write them below. Be prepared to share what you found with the 

class. 
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Economic Activity 

Canada and the United States are rich in many kinds of resources. One of these is good farmland. As a 

result, commercial farming is an important economic activity in this region. 

Commercial farming is the growing of farm products for sale to others. Wheat, for example, is a 

commercial crop. It is grown widely in the U.S. Midwest and in the prairie provinces of Canada—Alberta, 

Manitoba, and Saskatchewan. The farmers of this region sell their crops around the world. They produce 

about half of the world’s grain exports. From California and Florida, farmers ship fruits and vegetables. 

They help make this region the world’s leading food exporter. 

Cold winters have little impact on oil fields in 

Alberta, Canada. Oil is pumped all year, regardless 

of the season. 

Forestry is also important to this region. Forestry is 

the planting, growing, and harvesting of trees. North 

America was once covered with thick forests. Over 

time, many trees were cut down for fuel and lumber. 

In southern Canada and in several corners of the 

United States, logging is still a big industry. 

Resources 

Canada and the United States also have a wealth of mineral resources. Oil and coal, used for energy, are 

the most important. Texas, Alaska, and Alberta have thriving oil industries. Coal is plentiful in the 

Appalachian and Rocky mountains. It is also mined in the river valleys of the central United States. 

Mines in Quebec, Ontario, and British Columbia produce gold, nickel, and copper. In the western United 

States, New Mexico has large reserves of uranium. Arizona is rich in copper deposits. 

Land Use 

Much of this region is used for raising livestock. 

Cattle graze widely across the western range. 

Sheep ranches are also common. Trade and 

manufacturing are strong in the urban centers of 

this region. In the United States, manufacturing 

plays an especially big role in the Midwest and 

Northeast. Factories there produce cars, steel, 

plastics, glass, and textiles. 

 

Orange groves need lots of sunshine and frost-

free winters. Oranges are an important crop in 

Florida and California 
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▶Geoterms  

economic activity: any action that relates to the making, buying, and selling of goods and services 

Commercial farming the growing of farm products for sale to others. 

Forestry: the planting, growing, and harvesting of trees 

Think about the economic activity you have seen in your community. Give one example each of making, buying 

and selling goods and services. 

 

 

 

 

 

After you read the section on economic activity. Find two or more sentences in the reading with information 

represented on the Economic Activity map and write them below. Be prepared to share what you found with the 

class. 
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Question Answer 
1. What is the largest area in 
Canada and the United States that 
is densely populated (over 250 
people per square mile)? What are 
four cities in that area? 

 

 

Map Used:  

2. In which state in the United 
States can you find all of the 
following climates: arid, semiarid, 
Mediterranean, highlands, and 
marine west coast? 

 

 

Map Used:  

3. Which resource is most 
abundant in Texas, Alaska, and 
Alberta? Which state or province 
appears to have the most of that 
resource? 

 

 

Map Used:  

4. Which four territories and 
states have both a subarctic and a 
tundra climate and include land 
that is both north and south of the 
Arctic Circle? 

 

 

Map Used:  

5. What is the most common type 
of vegetation in the central area of 
southern Canada and the United 
States? Which country has more 
land with that type of vegetation? 

 

Map Used:  
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6. What types of land use occur 
along both the Pacific Coast and 
the Atlantic Coast of Canada and 
the United States? 

 

 

 

Map Used:  

7. Which five lakes together make 
up the largest body of fresh water 
in Canada and the United States? 

 

 

 

Map Used:  

8. California is the most populated 
state in this region. Nunavut is the 
least populated. How do climate 
and economic activity help explain 
why this is the case? 

 

 

 

Map Used:  

9. Name three states, provinces, 
or territories that produce more 
hydroelectric power than other 
places in the region. What physical 
feature in these places might help 
explain why hydroelectric power is 
a resource there? 

 

 

Map Used:  

10. A farmer grows sugarcane, a 
crop that does well only in a 
humid subtropical climate with 
other tropical grassland 
vegetation. In his free time, he 
loves to go sailing on the ocean 
year-round. His farm is near a 
densely populated city that lies on 
a very large river. Where does the 
farmer live? Why do you think so? 

 

Map Used:  
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Where Are You! Game 
 

We think the field photograph best matches Location _______ . 
 
Supporting-evidence statements: 

 
1. From the ___________________________________________________ map, we learned that this location … 

 

 

In the field photograph, we see … 

 

 

 

 

 
2. From the ___________________________________________________ map, we learned that this location … 

 

 

In the field photograph, we see … 

 

 

 

 

 
3. From the ___________________________________________________ map, we learned that this location … 

 

 

In the field photograph, we see … 
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Unit 2: Lesson 7  

Consumption Patterns in the United States: The 

Impact of Living Well 

Introduction 

Americans are eager consumers who buy and use a lot of goods and 

services. Shopping centers in the United States offer consumers a 

huge variety of products, and supermarkets are filled with foods for 

every taste. Stores large and small begin selling holiday merchandise 

months in advance to encourage shoppers to buy more. Car dealers 

tempt buyers with row upon row of shiny vehicles. Meanwhile, the 

Internet has turned the home computer into a virtual shopping mall. 

Americans have made consumption a way of life. Consumption 

means the using up of goods or services. Some goods, like food, can 

be consumed only once, whereas others, like clothing, can be used 

again and again until they are worn out or go out of style. 

The average American spends tens of thousands of dollars each year 

on personal consumption. These purchases include spending on 

everything from food and clothes to gas and housing. This amount is 

typical for people living in developed countries, which are wealthy 

countries like the United States and Canada. However, it is more 

than most people earn in a year in developing countries, such as 

Mexico and India. 

In this lesson, you will read about consumption patterns in the United States. You will discover how they compare 

with those of other countries, both developed and developing. And you will read about the impact of American 

consumption on the resources and environment of the planet. 

7.1 The Geographic Setting 

In 2017, the United States had a population of more than 325 million people, which made it the third most populous 

country in the world. In terms of population, the United States was still much smaller than the two largest countries, 

China and India, each of which had a population of more than 1 billion people. Despite having fewer people, the 

United States consumed far more than did either China or India. This difference was the result of many factors. The 

most important factor, however, was the countries’ different levels of development. 

Levels of Development 
This bar graph compares per capita GDP of six countries. Per capita GDP is the value of goods and services 

produced per person in a country in a year. Developed countries have a high per capita GDP. People in those 

countries have more money to spend on consumer goods and can therefore consume more. 

Consumption Depends on Levels of Development The United States is one of the world’s developed, or wealthy, 

countries. Today, there are more than 50 developed countries around the world.Most countries in Europe belong to 

this group, as do Canada, South Korea, Japan, Australia, and New Zealand. 

Shoppers line up before dawn for a sale. 
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People in developed countries live well compared to most of the world. Most people in developed countries live in 

urban areas and work in factories or offices. Their governments provide them with many benefits, which include 

public schools, fire protection, and safe drinking water. Most workers in developed countries earn good wages and 

can afford to consume a lot of goods and services. 

In contrast, there are more than 130 developing nations in the world today. These are countries that are still building 

their economies by improving agriculture, developing industries, and increasing trade. This group includes most of 

the countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Many of these countries have too few industries to provide good 

jobs for their people, and many also lack a strong and 

stable government. 

People in developing countries are more likely to live 

in rural areas and work on farms. Their governments 

provide them with only limited benefits. They may not 

have access to good schools or safe drinking water. 

Most of these people earn low wages, and as a result, 

their consumption may be quite limited, their homes 

modest, and their possessions few. 

Per Capita GDP Is One Measure of Development 

There are many ways to measure a country’s level of 

development. One method of evaluation is to look at 

how many years of schooling people in the country 

have. Another gauge of development is to look at 

average longevity, or how long its people live. 

The most common measure of development is based on 

a country’s gross domestic product, or GDP. which is 

the total value of goods and services that a country 

produces in a year. Goods are things that are produced 

for sale or use, such as food, clothing, and cars. 

Services are tasks done by some people for other 

people, such as teaching or repairing a car or a 

computer. 

A country’s level of development depends on its per 

capita GDP. Per capita means per person. Per capita 

GDP is calculated by dividing a country’s total GDP by 

its population. The result, which is the average 

production for one person, serves as a rough measure of 

how rich or poor a country is. The United States has a 

high per capita GDP, meaning that it is a wealthy 

country. This wealth strongly influences how much 

Americans consume year by year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/285/glossaries?lesson_id=2385
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▶Geoterms 

consumption the using up of goods and services. This term is also used to describe the purchase and use of goods 

and services by consumers. 

developed country a wealthy country with an advanced economy. Developed countries have many industries and 

provide a comfortable way of life for most of their people. 

developing country a poorer country with a less advanced economy. In general, developing countries are trying to 

increase their industries and improve life for their people. 

gross domestic product (GDP) the total value of goods and services produced in a country in a year 

per capita by or for each person. A per capita figure is calculated by dividing the total amount of something by the 

number of people in a place. 

 

Which of the following statements is NOT true? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/285/glossaries?lesson_id=2385
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/285/glossaries?lesson_id=2385
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/285/glossaries?lesson_id=2385
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/285/glossaries?lesson_id=2385
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/285/glossaries?lesson_id=2385
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/285/glossaries?lesson_id=2385
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/285/glossaries?lesson_id=2385
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/285/glossaries?lesson_id=2385
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/285/glossaries?lesson_id=2385
https://subscriptions.teachtci.com/shared/programs/285/glossaries?lesson_id=2385
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  consumption 

Symbol: Definition:  

 

Sentence 

 

 

  developed country 

Symbol: Definition:  

 

Sentence 

 

 

  developing country 

Symbol: Definition:  

 

Sentence 

 

 

  gross domestic product (GDP) 

Symbol: Definition:  

 

Sentence 

 

 

  per capita 

Symbol: Definition:  

 

Sentence 
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7.2 Food Consumption Patterns 

In the developed world, most people can go to the grocery store and get nearly any food they need or even 

want. People in the developing world may not have this luxury. Food distribution and consumption 

patterns in these countries differ from those in the developed world. Although supermarkets do exist in 

the developing world, they are primarily in urban areas. And while they have made food more affordable 

for poor consumers, cost remains an issue for many. In rural areas where access to stores is limited, many 

continue to depend on food that they grow themselves. 

More Than Enough Food 

 

Enough for All, But Some Go Hungry. There is enough 

food on the planet to feed everyone, but it is not distributed 

evenly. Much of the food stays in the developed world, 

where people consume more calories per day than people 

in the developing world. Calories are a measure of the 

amount of energy in food. On average, adults need about 

2,300 calories per day to live healthy lives. 

The average person in many developed countries 

consumes an average of around 3,300 calories a day. This 

intake is more than enough food to meet one person’s nutritional needs. Meanwhile, many people in the 

developing world do not get enough to eat. In some poorer countries, average consumption per person is 

less than 2,300 calories a day. In sub-Saharan Africa, more than 20 percent of the population goes to bed 

hungry each night. 

Poverty Leads to Hunger As you have read, hunger is not caused by a worldwide shortage of food. The 

developed world produces more food than it can consume, and likewise, many developing countries 

produce enough food to feed their people. However, poor people in both rich and poor countries may not 

earn enough money to buy that food. Poverty denies them access to adequate nutrition. 

India, for example, has the largest number of people living in poverty in the world, and it also has the 

largest number of hungry people. Farmers in India produce enough food to feed the entire population, but 

many of them export their crops to other countries. When they sell their crops abroad, they get higher 

prices for them than they would at home, which is good for 

Indian farmers. However, higher crop prices may mean that 

many other poor Indians have less to eat. 

Indicate if each statement is true or false. 

 People in rich countries consume fewer calories per day that people in the developing world. 

 The world does not produce enough food to feed everyone. 

 In some of the poorer countries, average consumption per person is about 2,400 calories a day 

 India has the largest number of hungry people in the world. 

 

Farmers in India produce enough food to feed the entire population, but many of them export 

their crops to other countries. 

▶Geoterms 

calories: a measure of the amount of 
energy in food 
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Section 2 - Food Consumption Patterns 
Analyze the food consumption cartogram with your class. Then, with your group, read Section 2 and answer the 

questions below.  

 

How many calories per day does the average person need to live a healthy life?  

 

 

 

 

List three countries that consume a high number of calories per capita, per day. What type of country tends to 

consume more calories per capita? Why do you think that is?  

 

 

 

 

List three countries that consume a low number of calories per capita, per day. What type of country tends to 

consume fewer calories per capita? Why do you think that is? 
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Your teacher will assign your group one of the following roles: (circle one) 

developed country   developing country 

Using information from the CIA's World Factbook and Section 1, The Geographic Setting, in the Student Text, 

select a specific country for your group to represent. 

Country your group selected: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 33  

 

7.3 Oil Consumption Patterns 

Picture morning rush hour, when the streets are filled with gas-guzzling 

cars, motorcycles, and buses. This was once an image that was unique 

to the developed world. However, much of the developing world 

increasingly faces the same challenges related to transportation, such as 

costs, traffic, pollution, and, especially, the use of gasoline. 

Oil, or petroleum, consumption follows a pattern similar to food 

consumption. Developed countries use more oil than most developing 

countries. Oil is a fossil fuel that has many uses. It is refined into 

gasoline and used to make asphalt to cover roads. Petroleum is also 

used to make plastics, nylon, and other products. 

Oil Fuels the Developed World Developed countries depend on oil to 

meet most of their energy needs. Their cars, trains, and planes burn 

fuels made from oil, and they use oil to heat buildings in the winter. 

Some power plants burn oil to generate electricity. 

The United States leads the world in oil consumption. Americans make 

up just over 4 percent of the world population, but they consume 20 

percent of the oil pumped out of the ground each year. Most of the oil 

Americans consume is burned as gasoline. 

Oil Use in the Developing World Is Growing As the economies of 

countries in the developing world grow, more of their people can afford 

luxuries like cars. As a result, oil consumption is rising in many 

developing countries. 

China is a good example. In 1990, there were slightly more than 5 million cars in China; 10 years later, China had 

more than 16 million cars. By 2017, that number reached 200 million. To keep all those cars running, China needs 

far more oil than it did in the past. 

At present, there is enough oil to meet world demand, but oil will run out someday. Some experts expect oil 

production to peak in the mid- 21st century, after which it will begin to decline, whereas others believe this peak 

could occur sooner. Some experts now believe that the demand for oil will decline before production begins to 

decline as people turn to other energy sources. For example, by 2025, China wants one-fifth of all new cars to run 

on alternative energy sources, such as electricity. 

 
 
▶Geoterms 

fossil fuel: any fuel, such as petroleum, coal, and natural gas, that is made from the remains of prehistoric plants 
and animals 

Goods Made from Oil  

Oil is the main ingredient in most 

goods made of plastic, nylon, or vinyl. 
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Section 3 - Oil Consumption Patterns 

Analyze the oil consumption cartogram with your class. Then, with your group, read Section 3 and answer the 

questions below. 

 

What is oil used for?  

 

 

 

 

 

Which developed countries consume the most oil per capita? Why do you think that is?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which developing countries consume the most oil per capita? Why do you think that is?  
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Switch roles for this round. If you were a developed country choose a developing country. If you were a developing 

country choose a developed country: (circle one) 

developed country   developing country 

Using information from the CIA's World Factbook and Section 1, The Geographic Setting, in the Student Text, 

select a specific country for your group to represent. 

Country your group selected: ___________________________________________________________________ 
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7.4 Computer and Internet Use Patterns 

Walk into almost any school in the United States today, and you will see students and teachers using 

computers. Walk into a school in a poor village in India, and you may not see a single computer. In fact, 

you may not even see a light bulb. Around 37 percent of schools do not have electricity, and those that do 

may experience power cuts. 

Developed and developing countries differ in their 

access to technology. Technology is the creation and use 

of tools to meet practical needs. Most people in poor 

countries are limited to cheap and simple technologies 

such as water pumps and irrigation systems. People in 

wealthy countries have greater access to advanced 

technologies such as computers, mobile devices like 

smartphones and tablets, and the Internet. 

Computers Are Everywhere in the Developed World It 

is hard to imagine life in developed countries without 

computers, mobile devices, and the Internet. 

Governments and businesses depend on computers to 

store and manage information and to reach members of 

the public. Families use the Internet to stay in touch with 

relatives, buy goods, share photographs, and read news 

updates. 

Computers and the Internet were invented in the United States, and most Americans have access to this 

technology. By 2017, about 88 percent of American adults reported using a computer and the Internet, 

and the majority of U.S. households owned a computer and a mobile device. 

Developing Countries Face a Digital Divide Access to computers is more limited in the developing 

world. By 2017, only 53 percent of Chinese people used the Internet, and in India, only 34 percent did. 

These figures are lower in many other developing countries. The gap between people with access to 

computers, mobile devices, and the Internet and those without is called the digital divide. Without a 

computer or mobile device and Internet access, it is more difficult to participate in the modern economy 

and climb out of poverty. 

Many poor countries, such as India, are working to reduce this divide. Today, thousands of institutes of 

higher education in India offer computer classes and degrees to students. India is also bringing Internet 

access to thousands of schools across the country. 

▶Geoterms 

technology: the creation and use of tools to meet practical needs; also refers to the tools themselves 

digital divide: the difference in opportunities available to people who have access to computers and the Internet 
and those who do not 
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Indicate if each statement is true or false. 

 In 2008 more Americans than Chinese had access to the internet. 

 Developed countries have access to more advanced technology. 

 Access to computers is more limited in developed countries. 

 By 2008 almost 50% of American adults used a computer. 

 Poorer countries are working to reduce the digital divide in their countries. 
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7.4 Computer and Internet Use Patterns 

Read Section 4, Computer and Internet Use Patterns, in the Student Text. Complete the corresponding section in 

your notebook with your group. 

 

What are computers and the Internet used for?  

 

 

 

 

 

Which countries have the most access to technology? Why do you think that is?  

 

 

 

 

 

Which countries have the least access to technology? Why do you think that is?  
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Switch roles for this round. If you were a developed country choose a developing country. If you were a developing 

country choose a developed country: (circle one) 

developed country   developing country 

Using information from the CIA's World Factbook and Section 1, The Geographic Setting, in the Student Text, 

select a specific country for your group to represent. 

Country your group selected: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 40  

 

7.5 The World’s Greatest Producers 

You have read that the United States consumes more 

goods and services than many other countries—but it also 

produces more. The GDP of the United States is greater 

than that of China and India combined. Several factors 

contribute to this high GDP, including abundant natural 

resources and advanced technologies. However, the 

greatest source of wealth for any country is its people. 

An Educated Workforce The United States has a highly 

skilled workforce. It was one of the first countries to 

create a public education system. Today, most young 

people in the United States complete high school, and 

more than 65 percent of these graduates continue on to 

some form of higher education after high school. Many 

adults return to school during their lifetime to learn new 

skills. All of this schooling helps to make American 

workers among the most productive in the world. Worker 

productivity is measured by the value created per hour of 

work. 

A Strong Work Ethic Education is not the only reason 

Americans are so productive. Another factor is the 

American work ethic, which is the belief in the moral 

value, or goodness, of hard work. Most Americans 

believe that working is good for people because it gives 

purpose to their lives and benefits families and 

communities. 

This strong work ethic is tied to another belief. Most 

Americans grow up believing that they can be successful 

in life. Many of them view success as making a lot of 

money, whereas others see success as having work they 

love to do. In either case, Americans believe that hard 

work produces success. 

Both the work ethic and the drive for success encourage Americans to work hard. On average, Americans 

work longer hours than workers in most developed countries, and they take less time off for vacation. All 

of this hard work helps Americans to produce more than workers elsewhere. And because Americans 

produce more, they have the money to consume more.  

Educated Americans 
In 1900, only about 1 in 10 Americans completed high school. Today, more than four-fifths of all students 

graduate from high school, and around three-fifths go on to graduate from college. These students 

graduated from Iowa State University, where the large graduation ceremonies are held in either the 

school’s basketball arena or its football stadium. 
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Educated Americans 
In 1900, only about 1 in 10 
Americans completed high 
school. Today, more than 
four-fifths of all students 
graduate from high school, 
and around three-fifths go 
on to graduate from 
college. These students 
graduated from Iowa State 
University, where the large 
graduation ceremonies are 
held in either the school’s 
basketball arena or its 
football stadium. 
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Section 5 - The World’s Greatest Producers 

Analyze the gross domestic product (GDP) cartogram with your class. Then, with your group, read Section 5 and 

answer the questions below. 

 

What three important factors contribute to the United States’ high GDP?  

 

 

 

 

How does education affect GDP in the United States?  

 

 

 

 

How does the American work ethic affect GDP?  

 

 

 

 

How do you think a country’s GDP affects its citizens’ ability to consume? 
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Switch roles for this round. If you were a developed country choose a developing country. If you were a developing 

country choose a developed country: (circle one) 

developed country   developing country 

Using information from the CIA's World Factbook and Section 1, The Geographic Setting, in the Student Text, 

select a specific country for your group to represent. 

Country your group selected: ___________________________________________________________________ 
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Unit 2: Lesson 7  

Migration to the United States: The Impact on 

People and Places 

Introduction 

Signs appear in Korean and English in New York City’s Koreatown. 

Has your family moved recently? If so, was the move a big change or a small 

change? Many families change their neighborhood when they move 

somewhere new, whereas others change their city or state. Some families even 

change the country in which they live. 

Making the decision to emigrate, or move away from one’s home country, is 

never easy. Those who emigrate must leave behind family and friends, 

familiar places, and customs. However, millions of people around the world 

make this decision every year, and many come to the United States. Since the 

beginning of the country’s history, the U.S. population has consisted of 

families who have come from other countries. 

When people immigrate, or move to a new country, they experience many changes. They leave familiar things 

behind and arrive in a place where most things are new to them. Often they need to learn a new language and how 

to make a living in a strange place. These changes can be difficult to adjust to initially. People also bring their 

culture and traditions with them. Their different ways can sometimes be hard for their new neighbors to adjust to. 

In this lesson, you will learn 

why people decide to emigrate 

from their home countries, and 

you will find out why people 

immigrate to the United States. 

You will also learn about the 

impact that different migration 

streams, or flows of 

immigrants, have had on this 

country. Additionally, you will 

see how migration affects the 

countries that people leave 

behind. 

 
▶Geoterms 

emigrate: to move from a country. People who leave a country are called emigrants. 

immigrate: to move to a country. People who move to another country are called immigrants. 

migration stream: constant flow of migrants from one country into another country. The largest migration stream 

into the United States today is from Mexico.  
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8.1 The Geographic Setting 

Both push factors and pull factors drive people to move to 

a new country. Push factors give people good reason to leave 

unpleasant circumstances in their home country, such as war 

and poverty, discrimination, and famine. Pull factors, such 

as freedom and opportunities for a better life, attract people 

to a new place and encourage them to immigrate there. 

Push and pull factors have helped to drive one of the most 

dramatic migrations in history. Since 1820, more than 82 

million people have come to the United States. This 

enormous migration came in three great waves. 

Three Waves of Immigrants The first great wave of 

immigration started with the founding of the United States. 

These early immigrants came primarily from northern and 

western Europe, and many were escaping from poverty or 

hunger. Some settled in cities, and others found land to farm 

as the nation expanded westward. 

In the late 1800s, a second wave of immigrants started to 

arrive from eastern and southern Europe. Many were 

refugees escaping war or persecution because of their 

religious beliefs. Most found work in the growing cities of 

the United States and settled in neighborhoods with other 

immigrants from their home countries. 

A third great wave of immigration started in the late 1960s 

and continues today. In 1965, the United States changed its 

immigration laws, allowing many more newcomers to enter. 

Between 1970 and 2005, more than 28 million people moved 

to the United States, including a high percentage of people 

from Latin America and Asia. 

Many Asians found new homes on the West Coast. Most 

Mexican immigrants settled in the Southwest. Cubans 

flocked to Florida, and people from other Caribbean islands settled in New York City. Over time, these immigrants 

have moved to communities throughout the country and have both adjusted to and changed life in the United States. 

▶Geoterms 

push factor: something that encourages people to leave a place behind 

pull factor: something that encourages people to move to a new place 

discrimination: unfair treatment of a person or group based on class rather than individual worth 

famine: extreme and general scarcity of food, as in a country or a large geographical area. 

refugee: someone who seeks safety by going to another country. Refugees may be escaping political unrest or war. 

Or they may fear being attacked because of their beliefs. 

persecution: unfair treatment of others because of who they are or what they believe 
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Why have so many people immigrated to the United States since 1820? Write the correct answers onto the image. 

 

Create an illustrated dictionary of the Geoterms by completing these tasks:  

 

• Write a definition of each term in your own words.  

• Write a sentence that includes the term and the word person or people. 

  emigrate 

Symbol: Definition:  

 

Sentence 

 

 

  immigrate 

Symbol: Definition:  

 

Sentence 
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  migration stream 

Symbol: Definition:  

 

Sentence 

 

 

  pull factor 

Symbol: Definition:  

 

Sentence 

 

 

  push factor 

Symbol: Definition:  

 

Sentence 

 

   

  refugee 

Symbol: Definition:  

 

Sentence 
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8.2 What Push Factors Drive Emigration? 

One night in the late 1980s, John Deng James awoke to the sound of gunfire. The terrified child ran barefoot into 

the nearby woods, where he encountered other frightened children. They were too young to understand why their 

homeland, the African country of Sudan, was at war. Regardless, they recognized that they had to escape the horror, 

despite having no means of transportation. And so they started to walk. 

The Push Factor of War 
These refugees are fleeing a war in 

the country of Syria in 2017. Recent 

wars have caused millions of people 

to leave their homelands. Sometimes 

the refugees return home when the 

conflict ends, but often they stay in 

their new country. 

John Deng James is part of a group 

of political refugees known as the 

“Lost Boys of Sudan.” The Lost 

Boys, and other children who lost 

their parents in the war, walked for 

hundreds of miles in search of a safe 

place. Many died along the way of 

hunger and thirst. Those who 

survived eventually reached a 

refugee camp in the neighboring country of Kenya. The survivors were among the countless people around the 

world who have been pushed to emigrate because of war, violence, or genocide, an organized elimination of a 

national, political, racial, or ethnic group. 

Political Push Factors War is one of many political factors that can create refugees. Political refugees may flee a 

country because they fear its leaders. Or they may fear persecution, the unfair treatment of people because of who 

they are or what they believe. 

These political push factors have one thing in common: they involve the way a government treats its people. People 

are unlikely to flee a government that treats its citizens fairly, but a government that rules through fear is likely to 

create discontent among its people. Many of these people may become political refugees. 

Many Cuban immigrants have come to the United States as political refugees. Cuba is an island in the Caribbean 

Sea, south of Florida. In 1959, a leader named Fidel Castro took over Cuba’s government and quickly made himself 

a dictator. Cubans who spoke out against Castro or the way he governed Cuba risked being jailed. Faced with that 

threat, thousands of Cubans fled to the United States. Although Castro died in 2016 and the Cuban people have 

been granted more rights in recent years, Cubans continue to flee to the United States. 

Environmental Push Factors Changes in the environment, such as a long-term drought, can push people to 

emigrate. In the 1840s, a devastating plant disease struck Ireland. A fungus destroyed Ireland’s most important 

crop, the potato, which had been the main food of the Irish. Without enough potatoes, people faced starvation. In 

response to this crisis, 1.5 million people left Ireland, including many Irish emigrants who came to the United 

States. 

Other environmental changes result from human activity. In 1986, an explosion rocked the Chernobyl nuclear 

power plant in what is now Ukraine. This accident left a large area of poisoned soil, air, and water around the 

power plant. Tens of thousands of people were forced to evacuate their homes and move to safer areas. You will 

read more about the Chernobyl accident in Lesson 16. 



 52  

 

Economic Push Factors The most common push factors are economic. Most of the early immigrants to the United 

States were impoverished farmers or working people. They saw no way to improve their lives in Europe, so they 

decided to try their luck in a new country. In the United States, they found many kinds of economic opportunities. 

These same economic push factors remain at work today. Many people around the world want a better future than 

they believe exists in their homeland. Some of them will seek that future in another country, and often that country 

is the United States. 

▶Geoterms 

genocide: the elimination of a group of people based on race, religion, or some other factor 

drought: an unusually long period in which little or no rain falls 
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8.3 What Pull Factors Draw Immigration? 

In 2001, some of the “Lost Boys of Sudan” started another long journey—one that took them from a refugee camp 

in Africa to a new life in the United States. They arrived in the city of Boston, Massachusetts, in the middle of 

winter. “I was wearing very light clothes, and we’d never seen snow before,” recalled John Deng James. “When we 

went outside, we couldn’t feel our hands and our 

ears.” 

Like many refugees, the Sudanese teenagers looked 

forward to feeling safe, going to school, and getting 

jobs. These are just some of the “pull factors” that 

attract immigrants to the United States. 

Family Pull Factors Another powerful pull factor is 

the desire to unite divided families. Often young 

men are the first family members to immigrate to 

another country. Once they find jobs and somewhere 

to live, they send for their wives, children, and 

parents. Between 1965 and 1975, of the more than 

142,000 Greeks who came to the United States, 

almost all of them were joining relatives who were 

already living here. 

Education Pull Factors Education is a strong pull 

factor in immigration. Many families migrate so that 

their children can attend good schools. 

Approximately 15 percent of students in this 

country’s schools were born in another country.  

Older students come to attend colleges and universities. In the 2016–2017 

school year, more than 1 million foreign students were enrolled in U.S. 

colleges and universities. Many of these students will later decide to make the 

United States their permanent home. 

Quality-of-Life Pull Factors Most people, however, move hoping to improve 

the quality of their lives. In the United States, this hope is called the “American 

Dream.” This is the belief that people here can create better lives for 

themselves and their children, thanks to the economic opportunity and political 

freedom this nation enjoys. 

For many refugees, a better life begins with a sense of safety. For much of 

their history, Jews have been persecuted for their religious beliefs, but in the 

United States, Jewish immigrants found freedom to worship without fear. 

For other immigrants, a better life usually starts with a better job. Even low-

wage jobs in the United States usually pay more than most immigrants could 

earn in their home countries. With more money, immigrant families can afford 

better food, housing, and health care. They can also save up to bring other 

relatives to this country. 

 

 

 

The Pull of Education 
U.S. colleges and universities attract over 1 

million students each year. These students at 

Columbia University are holding their national 

flags during their graduation ceremony. 

 

Migrant Farm Labor 
Immigrants can often find 

work as farm laborers or in 

other agricultural fields. In the 

United States, around 70% of 

crop workers on farms are 

foreign born. 
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Which of the following are NOT common pull factors? 

A. family pull factors 

B. quality-of-life pull factors 

C. educational pull factors 

D. political pull factors 
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8.4 How Does Immigration Affect the U.S.? 

For John Deng James and other “Lost Boys,” adjusting to life in a new country was difficult. Initially, they were 

terribly homesick. Moreover, they were hungry. They did not know how to shop for food in supermarkets, nor did 

they know how to cook because they had never seen a stove or a microwave before. They had never even used a 

telephone. 

Like millions of other immigrants, the Sudanese refugees adapted to their new environment. Within six months, 

James had two jobs and was studying for college, changes which affected how he thought about life. “In the United 

States, you determine who you are,” he told a reporter. “Now I have a vision of my future. I can go to school, I can 

work, and I can do what I want.” At the same time, he and the other “Lost Boys” were beginning to have an impact 

on their adopted country. 

Immigrants in the Workforce 
Today, about 17 percent of all workers in the United States are 

immigrants. Some hold low-paying jobs as farmworkers or 

household help, whereas others hold well-paid jobs as doctors, 

nurses, and engineers. 

Economic Impacts: Jobs The United States has long depended on 

immigrants for labor. Early immigrants cleared large tracts of 

forests for farms. Later immigrants built roads and railroads 

across the continent, filled jobs in mines and factories, and even 

helped fight this country’s wars. Immigrants required no special 

skills to perform these types of work. All they needed was their 

determination to succeed in their new land, and they became 

important builders of the nation. 

Some of the immigrants entering the United States today arrive 

with few skills. As a result, they are often limited to low-paying 

jobs. Some work as farm laborers, planting and harvesting crops 

on large farms, whereas others find jobs as cab drivers, house 

cleaners, restaurant workers, or nannies. The work that these 

immigrants do helps to keep the economy of the United States 

going. 

Not all immigrants take low-paying jobs. Some newcomers are 

highly educated and skilled, and contribute to the economy in 

many ways. They work as doctors, professors, and computer 

programmers. Others establish new businesses, and some become 

famous athletes, musicians, or artists. Those who succeed create jobs for immigrants and native-born workers alike. 

Some native-born Americans resent having to compete with immigrants for work and complain that immigrants are 

“taking our jobs.” However, the reality is that immigrants are frequently employed in jobs that native-born workers 

are not eager to fill. 

Economic Impacts: Taxes Like native-born workers, immigrants who work pay taxes. Their taxes help support 

public services that are important to both immigrants and native-born Americans, such as public schools, libraries, 

and health clinics. 

At the same time, many immigrants also require services that are paid for with tax money. For example, immigrants 

who do not speak English may need language classes. As with native-born Americans, those who cannot work may 

need public assistance or free health care. 

Immigrants in the Workforce 
Today, about 17 percent of all workers in 

the United States are immigrants. Some 

hold low-paying jobs as farmworkers or 

household help, whereas others hold 

well-paid jobs as doctors, nurses, and 

engineers. 

 



 56  

 

In states with many immigrants, such as California and Texas, providing such welfare services is expensive. Some 

taxpayers resent these costs, whereas others believe the benefits that immigrants bring to their state outweigh the 

cost to taxpayers. 

Cultural Impacts: Neighborhoods, Foods, and Holidays Immigrants create cultural as well as economic change. 

They introduce Americans to different ways of life from around the world. This process of spreading cultural 

features from one place to another is called diffusion. Although a mixing of cultures occasionally leads to conflict, 

it can also make life more varied and interesting. 

Newcomers to the United States often live close to other people from their homeland. These immigrant 

neighborhoods sometimes have names like Chinatown or Little Italy. Here immigrants can speak their native 

language, find familiar foods and eat in restaurants that serve dishes they grew up eating, and hear news from their 

homeland. Such immigrant neighborhoods have made American cities more exciting places as immigrants share 

their languages, foods, and customs with native-born residents. 

 

Chinese New Year 

Celebration 
The dragon dance is a 

colorful part of Chinese 

New Year celebrations. 

Once such events were 

limited to immigrant 

communities. Today, they 

are enjoyed by Americans 

from many backgrounds. 

 

 

 

 

Immigrants bring new foods to the United States. Some of these foods, such as potstickers, sushi, bagels, and tacos, 

have become very popular. They are so commonplace that they seem almost as American as apple pie. 

Immigrants have introduced new holidays to American life. Today, people from many different backgrounds in 

cities all over the United States enjoy celebrating St. Patrick’s Day, Chinese New Year, and Cinco de Mayo. 

Newcomers to the United States bring their music, art forms, and stories with them as well. The result is a rich 

mixture of ideas, sights, and sounds. 

Finally, immigrants help their new neighbors to learn more about the world. Many Americans knew very little 

about the country of Sudan before seeing news stories about John Deng James and his fellow Sudanese refugees. 

However, once people read about the “Lost Boys,” they could no longer ignore Sudan and its problems. 

▶Geoterms 

diffusion: the spreading and mixing of cultures 
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Write the true statements about how immigration helps the U.S on the image. 
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8.5 How Does Emigration Affect the Homelands 

People Leave Behind? 

When the “Lost Boys of Sudan” left their homeland, Sudan 

lost their talents and energy. However, the country may not 

have lost them forever. “I have a vision that I may be going 

back to Sudan,” John Deng James told a reporter. “I want to 

make the economy stronger.” 

Economic Impacts: Brain Drain and Gain When people 

emigrate, they take with them whatever they might have 

contributed to life in their homeland. The economy of that 

country loses productive workers and consumers. When 

doctors, engineers, or other highly trained professionals 

leave, the homeland loses their skills and knowledge as 

well. Experts call the loss of such well-educated people 

brain drain. A country suffers from brain drain when its 

most talented people emigrate for better jobs in other 

countries. 

As painful as these losses are, they may benefit the home 

country in some ways. The first is by bringing in needed 

money. Many immigrants send money to their families via 

payments known as remittances. In many countries, money 

sent by emigrants to their families is a very important source 

of income. Mexico, for example, receives more money from 

remittances than from anything else except tourism and auto 

part exports. Although Mexico is one of the world’s top-ten 

oil producers, it earns more from remittances. 

Brain drain can also become “brain gain.” Some emigrants 

do not permanently remain in their new countries and 

instead stay temporarily to attend school or to work. They 

eventually return home, and the result is a gain in skills and 

experience for the home country. 

A Money Office in Los Angeles 
This is one of nearly 20 money transfer offices in 

this L.A. neighborhood. Payments sent home by 

immigrants help support families left behind. In 

2016, global remittances totaled around $575 

billion, including $429 billion sent to developing 

countries. This is three times the amount of 

money developing countries received from 

foreign aid in 2016. 
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Social Impacts: Divided Families and Community Improvements Emigration can have mixed social 

impacts as well. On the negative side, when young people leave to find jobs in another country, families 

are splintered and may remain separated for 

years. Emigrants sometimes never return to their 

homelands. 

From Refugee to President 
Valdas Adamkus, pictured here with his wife, 

left Lithuania in the 1940s as a refugee and 

eventually emigrated to the United States. He 

returned to Lithuania in the 1990s to become 

president. 

On the positive side, the money that emigrants 

send home can also have beneficial effects. 

Families may use remittances to care for aging 

parents or to send children to school. Some 

emigrants have sent enough money to help their home village construct a well or a school. These 

improvements can make life better for the entire community. 

Political Impacts: Working for Better Government Emigration can also have political impacts on the 

home country. Many refugees have come to the United States to flee political unrest. Once here, some 

refugees work to bring democracy and reform to their homeland. 

Valdas Adamkus is a good example of the difference that one person can make in society. He was born in 

Lithuania, a small country in northeastern Europe, but fled after the Soviet Union took over the country in 

the 1940s. He eventually came to the United States and attended college in Illinois. Later, he led efforts to 

clean up the Great Lakes. He also held leadership positions in organizations that worked to free Lithuania 

from Soviet rule. 

Adamkus saw his dream of a free Lithuania come true in 1991. He then returned to his homeland to help 

shape its new government. In 1998, Adamkus was elected president of Lithuania. “Growing up in a 

western democracy you have a different outlook,” he said on taking office. Lithuanians liked that 

outlook—so much so that they elected Adamkus to a second term in 2004. 

▶Geoterms 

 

brain drain: the loss of well-educated people such as doctors or engineers to another country 

remittance: a payment of money sent by an immigrant to a relative in his or her home country 

 

 

All of the following are negative consequences of emigration for the country that loses people EXCEPT? 

 

A. Immigrants often send back money to their families who are still living in their homeland. 

B. The economy loses productive workers and consumers when people emigrate. 

C. Families are often broken up by emigration.  
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Write each term to its correct definition. 
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Summary 

In this lesson, you learned about migration. You explored some of the push factors, such as war, famine, and 

changes in the environment, that drive people to emigrate from their home countries. You also considered some of 

the pull factors, such as opportunity, freedom, and the desire to reunite with family members, that lead people to 

immigrate to the United States. Combinations of these factors help to explain the growth of immigration. 

Since its founding, the United States has attracted migration streams from around the world. Some immigrants have 

come as refugees. Others have come in search of better employment and educational opportunities. Many have 

come to join family members who emigrated earlier. Of course, the United States is not the only country with many 

immigrants. As you read in Lesson 3, Canada has also attracted large numbers of people from other countries. 

Today countries in other regions such as Germany in Europe and Australia in Oceania, are likewise attracting 

immigrants. Think about why people might be moving to these countries as you examine migration streams around 

the world in the next section. 
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